Understanding Grammar Errors with Linking BlocksTM

Hands-On English with Linking BlocksTM assist the teacher in correcting writing errors. Note how the color of the blocks and links display the structure of sentences.

The Iroquois, being the only ones to fight alongside the English.

The –ing ending on the PINK linking verb “be” makes it a participle, which serves as a PURPLE adjective. Participles may introduce a whole phrase, the whole construction serving as a PURPLE adjective. This writer has therefore given a subject and its modifier, but no verb or predicate for the sentence.
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The Iroquois, were the only ones to fight alongside the English.

Here we restore a PINK linking verb by removing the -ing ending. It now acts as a verb serving as the simple predicate and thereby completes the sentence. 

The French and Indians crouch behind trees, bushes, and boulders, aim, and fire.

It appears that the YELLOW preposition “behind” has five BLUE objects including “fire.”


The French and Indians crouch behind trees, bushes, and boulders; aim, and fire.

A semi colon separates the series of BLUE objects of the YELLOW preposition from the two additional RED verbs of the compound predicate and clarifies the meaning.
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